PLEASANT MEMORIES

a collection of facts and fancies
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The Pleasantville Camp Meeting
upon the 75th Anniversary 
(July 20 - 30, 1972)

of the holding of the first camp 
(August 4-15, 1897)

By Howard D. Rose

      Editor’s Note:  2008

Another thirty five years have passed since Howard Rose, my childhood pastor, wrote these memoirs of Pleasantville Camp. Hundreds more, hopefully to be mentioned in a historical addendum, have labored since then –my parents and grandparents among them. Each of us could write a page of memories of Pleasantville Camp and how it helped shape our lives but the impact this camp has upon lives does not come without significant cost. Jesus said, “The harvest is ripe, but the laborers are few.” Let us join brother D.B.Tobey in identifying ourselves as one of the “few.”

“The success of a camp meeting depends largely upon the number of consecrated, praying and work​ing saints who pitch their tents the first day and give all their time and substance during the entire meeting. A parcel of ground surrounded by tent companies of faith​ful, fervent praying people creates a hallowed enclosure. God is in the midst, and all who enter feel a supernatural presence that makes them sober. They are thereby brought under the influence of the Gospel, pricked to the heart, and many are saved and sanctified by God through the one-accord of preachers and people. Let us sing, "We'll work till Jesus comes," and as we sing let us perform.”(D.B. Tobey, 1898)
Let us all “work till Jesus comes” that we may build on the great heritage of Pleasantville Camp and pass it on to future generations. Historical pictures have been included thanks to George Oglesby’s         preservation and modern technological advances.
-Dennis Anderson, editor

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  -Matthew 5:16

For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. -Ephesians 2:10
INTRODUCTION
    On the northeast border of the borough of Pleasantville, Pennsylvania, lies the Free Methodist Camp Ground. Pleasantville is a town well named. It stands on the highest elevation in the County of Venango. Its wide streets are lined with shade trees and comfortable dwellings. Its population of approximately one thousand friendly people welcomes campers to their community each summer. 

 Oil City District of the Free Methodist Church observes in 1972 the seventy-fifth anniversary of the first camp meeting held at Pleasantville. 

What began as a tent city in 1897 in a rented grove is now a holding of over twenty-five acres of land and seventy buildings. The main center of the camp is a little over an acre of ground bordered by cottages. The only building within the rectangle formed by the cottages is the M. B. Miller Memorial Auditorium, a frame building with concrete floor and cement and frame walls, providing 11,000 square feet of seating space and accommodating nearly two thousand people.   
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This auditorium is the site of the preaching services of the annual dist​rict camp meeting and the business sessions of the Oil City Annual Conference. It is also used occasionally for district meetings and other gatherings. 

A dining hall lies to the east of the cluster of cottages. It was built in the early twenties and has been enlarged from time to time in order to provide for the influx of visitors which join the campers on the weekends. 

Private cottages and public dormitories have replaced the tents once used for lodging. The Rev. B. J. Hall, while he was pastor at Oil City Second Free Methodist Church in the early forties, built a dormitory which is jointly owned by the district and conference. Three frame dormitories and rooms over the dining hall complete the rental accommodations. Over sixty private cottages are owned by the people of the district and conference. An office, two workers' cottages, the children's building (Horning Hall), youth chapel, picnic shelter, caretaker's house and garage, and a house built by Samuel Stimer fronting the street, complete the inventory of buildings. 

                                        THE FIRST CAMP
 Pleasantville was settled by people with religious convictions. Aaron Benedict, founder of Pleasantville, was a Baptist. He organized the Allegheny Baptist Church in 1823 and in 1848 directed the erection of a frame church for the Baptists, which is now the sanctuary of the Pleasantville Free Methodist Society. Since there was no resident Baptist minister in 1896 and services had been discontinued, F. E. Glass, pastor of the Tionesta Circuit of the Free Methodist Church, rented the structure and engaged Miss Clara Ingram and Miss Helen Critchlow to conduct revival services. Miss Ingram, a student on vacation from Chesbrough Seminary at North Chili, N. Y., had received a vision from God in which she saw people attending the church in great numbers. Inspired by the vision the young women gave themselves singly toward helping people through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the meetings continued for months with increasing outreach. 

In the spring of 1897 a large delegation from Pleasantville attended the district meeting at Kellettville and asked for the next annual camp 'meeting to be held at Pleasantville. They had secured the promise of the Brown Grove as a suitable location. Rev. D. B. Tobey, district elder, and Rev. Glass examined the grove. 

There had been several oil wells on the plot, but the wells had gone dry and the machinery and derricks had been removed. A very large tank had also been removed and afforded a level space ideal for the erection of the large tent tabernacle. Small saplings of oak and chestnut trees were tall enough to shade the ground. 

About three hundred yards north of where the tank had stood, at the base of a hollow, the men came upon a spring which had not been opened. On pushing the leaves aside they found clear, cold water bubbling up through white, pebbly sand. It looked as though Providence had provided an ideal spot for a camp meeting. 

Fifty-nine tents were pitched for the first encampment, August 4 - 15, 1897.  [image: image3.jpg]
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A stand had been erected for the evangelist, Rev. Oliver Gornell of Pittsburgh, who was assisted by the district ministers in bringing the messages. D. B. Tobey, F. E. Glass and J. M. Critchlow were the committee in charge of arrangements. R. A. Hoppkins, reporting the camp meeting in "The Free Methodist" of September 7, 1897, wrote, "The matchless logic and fearless eloquence of Brother Critchlow, the shouts of praise of Brothers Wain, Stone, Roupe, Worthington, McClelland, Ginader and Barrett, and the manifest agony and hallowed perseverance of all the ministers, evangelists and saints at all the altar services were marked features of the occasion. Much efficient work was done by Sisters Emma Ellison of Youngsville and Mary J. Everhart of the Olive Branch Mission, Chicago. The conversions are said to have numbered about one hundred souls. Many believers were sanctified, and there were twenty-two baptisms." 

J. E. Berkheimer, writing about the camp in a later issue, October 5, 1897, wrote, "The Pleasantville class was very materially strengthened in numbers and spirituality." 
THE CAMP GROUND BECOMING ESTABLISHED
One purpose of the camp meeting in those days was to strengthen the work of a local congregation. Each summer the camp was moved to the community on the district that seemed the most appropriate to the district conference. Thus in 1898 the camp was taken to Bleakley Hill near Franklin. 
In 1899 the meeting was returned to the Brown Grove in Pleasantville and another excellent camp was experienced. An anonymous report in "The Free Methodist" of August 22, 1899 reads:

"One of the best camp meetings ever held on this district was the one at Pleasantville, Pa., on July 26 to August 2. From the beginning to the close God's presence and power were felt and manifested. It was a time when, as Brother Hogg expressed it, the saints seemed to be drinking deep from the wells of salvation. Souls were saved and sanctified and helped in general. Every call, even in the early morning meetings, meant seekers, the numbers increasing until by Tuesday evening the long altars were filled from end to end with souls hungry for God. The preaching was unquestionably in demonstration of the Spirit and power. Many preachers from adjoining districts were present, among them Rev. J. S. McGeary, district elder of the New Castle District. Our editor, Rev. W. T. Hogg, came July 27 and remained until the close. His straight, logical, spiritual sermons were an inspiration to all. They did more than please; they brought conviction and blessing to many souls. There were sixty-eight tents on the grounds. It was noticeable that not a great deal of visiting was carried on, and the saints were blessed more than they were tempted. Excellent order prevailed throughout the meeting, even on the Sabbath, when it was estimated that from five to eight thousand people were on the ground. Our much loved elder, Brother Tobey, was untiring in his efforts. In every respect the meeting was of such a nature that all present might pronounce it a great success."  

The district voted to hold the 1900 camp meeting at Tidioute, and in 1901 they took it to Tionesta. This was a period of division of opinion among leaders on the district. Some were persuaded that the camp meeting should be located centrally on a permanent basis and that the Brown Grove at Pleasantville was a natural selection. Others sought to have the camp moved from year to year. 
From July 30 to August 7, 1902, the third district camp meeting was held at Pleasantville.  It was under the direction of Rev. M. B. Miller, district elder.  Rev. Wilson T Hogue and Rev. A. L. Whitcomb were the evangelists.   Mary J. Elliott was also among the invited workers, the first woman to be thus named. 
It was in this period that those ministers and laymen who were most interested in a permanent camp at Pleasantville formed an association for the advancement of their cause. Through their influence the 1903 camp meeting was held at Pleasantville from August 6 through 16. In January of 1904 their legal organization was perfected as "The Pleasantville Camp Meeting Association, Incorporated." Six hundred shares of stock were issued at $5.00 a share. 1(Sesquicentennial brochure of Pleasantville, 1971, Page 25) The principal stock holders were J. M. Critchlow, M. B. Miller, J. K. Dale, J. E. Berkheimer, Perry Lindsey, C. E. Weaver and D. B. Tobey. 2 (D. B. Tobey's article on "The History of the Pleasantville Camp," in "The Free Methodist" of April 21, 1933 )
 The original purchase from Samuel Q. Brown and wife, dated August 12, 1904, was for about seven to eight acres of the Brown Grove.3 (A Summary of Properties prepared for the Oil City District Conference by Jack, Kookogey and Forssell, September 13, 1971)  Despite the efforts of the members of the Association, the district voted to conduct the 1904 camp meeting at Oil City. It was held in a grove on West Third Street, South Side, and was very successful. 
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“How goodly are thy tents, o%

Annual Camp Meeting

OF THE

0il City District, Oil City Conference

FREE METHODIST CHURCH

will be held on the grounds of the

Pleasantville Camp Meeting Association

Pleasantville, Pennsylvania

July 28th to August 8th, 1920

“That 1 might by all means save some.”
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord
of Hosts.” -

“Ye shonld earnestly contend for the faith which was once de-
livered unto the saints.””
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ORDER OF SERVICES ) G“
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Opening Service, Thursday, July 28th, at 7:45 p. m. o~ i
Morning Prayer . Children’s Meeting .
Family Devotions Holiness Meeting ...
Praise and Testimony.. Evening Meeting ...
Bible School ...... Ministry of the Word

’ MINISTERS

The following s a partial list of the ministers expected to be present:
= Walter A. Sellew, Jamestown, N. Y. G. W. Grifiith, Chicago, Tl

W. C. Graves, Los Angeles, Cal. J. B. Lutz, Chicago, JIl. P =
Mitsukame Kawabe, Japan, J. P. Brodhead, Africa.

June B. Horuing, Greenville, Pa. E. L. Monroe, Ofl City, Pa.

‘W, Bryenton, Oil City, Pa. J. M. Critchlow, Titusville, Pa.

R. W. Weston, Diamond, Pa. Fred Smith, Tionesta, Pa. f

w. E‘. Smith, Tidioute, Pa. T. J. Lindsey, Youngsville, Pa.

B. P. Hogan, Pleasantville, Pa. B. J. Hall, Van, Pa.

G. A. McCleery, Mayburg, Pa. H. D. Call, Sheffield, Pa.

E. Butterworth, Warren, Pa. J. R. Bartlebaugh, Tryonville, Pa.

Also the local preachers and evangelists of the district.

TENTS

Tents can be rented for the meeting at the following rates, freight add-
ed: 10x12, $2.50; 12x12, $2.75; 12x14, $3.00; 12x16, $3.25; 14x14, $3.25; 14x16.
_$8.50; 14x18, $4.00; 16x20, $5.00. Tents should be ordered of Mendal B. =i
Miller, 1119 Elk street, Franklin, Pa,, not later than July 18th.

A first class boarding tent will be on the ground in charge of Mrs, Mary
A. Tobey, 1325 Buffalo street, Franklin, Pa. Board and lodging for the en-

tire meeting, $7.00. Board for the entire meeting, $6.00. Single meal, 35
cents. E

No meals sold to transients on the Lord’s Day; that day must be ar- [
d for previously. !

EQUIPAGE

l
umber of fron cots with woven wire springs will be for rent 4
Firat class camp chairs can be rented at 20 cents each, |

e usual camp-meeting requisites will be furnished on the grounds at
the lowest possible price |



[image: image10.jpg]THE LOCATION

Pleasantville Is beautifully located on the highest point of land in
Venango county and is one of the most pleasant towns in Northwestern
Pennsylvania, The grove contains twenty-five acres, is splendidly shaded
and supplied with an abundance of pure, cold spring water. Besides this the
ground has been piped for the use of municipal water. The sground is
lighted with electricity and natural gas. Natural gas is used for fuel. A
large permanent auditorium with comfortable seats for 2,000 people, will
be used for the services. Everything is nature pleasing, and a gracious op- f
portunity for a season of communion with God and service for the world's
Redeemer: “That in all things He might have the preeminence.” 4

; 1 5 l‘

HOW REACHED . F

Pleasantville has trolley car service with Titusville. Persons coming
over the Pennsylvania railroad should ticket to Titusville. Those coming
over the Dunkirk, Allegheny Valley and Pittsburgh railroad should ticket to
Fieldmore Springs. Have all baggage checked to correspond with the ticket
and marked “Pleasantville Camp Ground.” This will avoid confusion at ihe
station. o

3
.
:

THEMES TO BE CONSIDERED

This meeting is not held in the interest of literature, music or art. It
is a meeting simply and solely for the promulgation of the precious truths of
the Bible. The great fundamental truths of the New Testament plan of
redemption will be the prominent themes during the meeting. Being firm
believers in the doctrine of Heart Purity as taught by John Wesley and his
coadjutors, this doctrine will be given special prominence during this
meeting.

At 10:15 each morning, except the Lord’s Day, the Bible School will |
‘ convene, with Rev. G. W. Griffith, editor of our Sunday-school publications,
: with headquarters in Chicago, Illinois, in charge. Those who have had the }
f opportunity of attending this school in the past realize how helpful it
‘ “been. At 2:30 p. m, each day, except the Lord’s Day, Bishop W
[ g Sellew of Jamestown, New York, will have charge of the Holiness
&

We are aiming to make this service especially beneficial. B y 3
brethren, Rev. W. C. Graves of Los Angeles, California, will b
assist in the evangelistic work. Rev. J. B. Lutz, general Sunday
retary, of Chicago, Illinois, is expected to assist in the
Sunday-school teachers and scholars, The missionary meetin
dressed by Bishop Sellew, Rev. J. P. Brodhead and Mitsukama

4 ‘The children’s meetings will be in charge of Miss June B. Herning.
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The Association continued with their plans. Darius B. Tobey was directed to erect an auditorium. In partnership with a Mr. Reuting of Titusville, he purchased a plot of timber land, a portable saw mill, and employed Eli Strang as head sawyer to cut the lumber. Rev. R. M. Whitcomb was working for Rev. Tobey at the time and was assigned to build the auditorium and seats. The auditorium was open on all four sides. The preachers stand, annexed to the north end of the tabernacle, was the only part of the building with walls, which it had on three sides. One purpose of the stand was to reflect the sound of the speaker's voice toward the congregation. 
The camp meeting of 1905 was held at Pleasantville, and each succeeding Oil City District Camp has been held there. When the goal of the Pleasantville Camp Meeting Association was accomplished and the Pleasantville ground was accepted as the permanent camp site of the district, the Association relinquished their rights to the ground to the Oil City District Quarterly Conference, on the condition that the district would pay a debt owed by the Association to J. M. Critchlow and M. B. Miller. 

                        EARLY CONDITIONS AT THE CAMP
The Pennsylvania Railroad on the Pittsburgh to Buffalo run goes through Titusville, which is five miles from Pleasantville. At the turn of the century passenger trains ran frequently. It was an easy thing for a person to board a train at Emlenton, Franklin or Oil City and get off at Titusville. 

Titusville was also served at the time by the Dunkirk, Allegany Valley and Pittsburgh Railroad. This road came into Titusville from Pittsfield, Garland and Grand Valley, accommodating persons to the north of Pleasantville. It even had a branch from Titusville to Fieldmore, a hotel and health resort located mid-way between Titusville and Pleasantville. 

A local trolley line ran from Hydetown, through Titusville, to Fieldmore and Pleasantville. It had half-hour service at the peak transit periods of the day. 

At camp meeting time the trolley line put a Dewey in service, a flat car powered by its own electric motor. A Free Methodist layman from Enterprise by the name of Campbell and another man by the name of Howard would meet the Dewey with their teams and wagons to transport the campers and their freight to the camp ground.4  (Information supplied by Harry Carson of Pleasantville)
The teamsters were assisted by Harry Carson, who received some of his first exper​ience in draying in this way. The Pleasantville terminus of the trolley line was on East State Street, across from the location of the present Hilltop Electric. 

Many campers relied on their own horses and wagons to transport themselves and their goods to camp. Once at camp, these campers had to care for their horses, unless they were able to board them at a local livery stable. Some campers even brought the family cow along to assure them of a daily milk supply. 
Tents could be rented from D. B. Tobey at the following rates: 10 x 12, $1.50; 12 x 12, $1.75; 14 x 14, $2.25; 14 x 16, $2.50; plus freight.5 Lumber was plentiful and could be rented for flooring under a tent. Wooden platforms were built on which tents could be erected for several seasons. Tie boards were nailed to posts driven in the ground. The tents were roped to the tie boards for support of sidewalls. Tents were placed side by side in rows of eight or ten. 

Luxury living was not the objective at camp meeting. Much of the time was spent in worship and not at the tents. Yet it is amazing what some women could do with a limited supply in making tents livable. Dividers inside a tent to separate sleeping quarters and living quarters were made by stringing a rope between the tent poles and draping cloth over the rope. Packing boxes supplemented the odd pieces of furniture brought along to minister to the comforts of the family. 
Most campers brought straw ticks along with them. A tick was a cloth case the size of a desired bed. Straw was stuffed into the case, making a fairly good mattress for sleeping, after about the second day of poking the straw into the right places. The straw pile was a familiar sight at early camps. Beds were often simple frames laced with rope to support the straw mattress, the sleeper and his bed clothes. 5 ("The Free Methodist" of June 21, 1898) 
A wash basin on a packing box or on a board suspended between two trees, a pail of water from the spring, a dipper, soap, and a towel suspended from a nail completed the grooming facilities for most campers. 

Some campers prepared their own meals, while others ate at the dining tent. 

The dining tent was a large fly suspended over a ridge pole. Board for ten days was $5 00. Board and lodging were $5.50.5 Two larger tents, possibly 16 x 20', were erected and equipped as dormitory tents, one for men and the other for ladies. 

Coal oil lamps gave a soft glow through canvas tents at night. Large kerosene torches were suspended at advantageous places around the grove and cast an eerie light at night, attracting moths, bugs and children. 

Tenting has its hazards. Karl Sittig relates that one evening he was baby-sitting. Alice was in the service; Frederick and William were in bed. Their tent was snuggly fitted to the platform and the platform was covered with a rug. Karl heard a little commotion under the platform, followed later by greater com​motion outside the tent. The Sittig pet poodle had met a skunk under the platform, got too friendly and received a perfuming. The odor did not enter the Sittig tent but the tent of Mollie Stevens next door had sidewalls several inches up from the platform and a Reznor stove going to remove the chill. The air currents gently lifted the perfume into the tent. Rachel Stevens came out in tears. The fumes continued into the open auditorium and the service closed early that evening. Karl took a walk to the woods, dug in the soft earth and let his poodle scratch around all he wanted to. 5 ("The Free Methodist" of July 11, 1905)  
CAMP MEETING GENERALS
W. A. Sellew corresponded with "The Free Methodist" concerning the Pleasantville Camp of 1910. The following facts are found in what he wrote.  "There were about one hundred tents." Evangelist "W. B. Olmstead was remarkably helped of the Lord." "The altar services were powerful--always twice a day. Some evening meetings ran well towards morning. The burden of prayer was upon the people. The meeting was remarkable for the number of seekers who came through clearly into an experience, either saved or sanctified." "At four different times the doors of the church were opened and a large number joined." "Quite a number of candidates were baptized." "The meeting closed Sunday night about midnight with a march around the grounds, accompanied by heavenly singing." "This was one of the best camps I have attended in ten years." "M. B. Miller is a camp meeting general,5 
Alfred J. Hill, writing the Report for the Committee on Memoirs for the Oil City Annual Conference of 1931, commented on M. B. Miller as a "man of unusual executive ability and a born general and leader of men." 
Mendal Bert Miller spent forty-three years in the Free Methodist ministry. Twenty of these years were as a district elder and twelve of those years he served the Oil City District. He was the elder or superintendent with the most years of service to the district. His presence as a pastor on the district for twelve years or as a resident of Franklin (in the years he was conference missionary or confer​ence evangelist) gave him additional years of influence on the campgrounds. He was a good evangelist and exhorter, a kind-spirited man whom people loved, a good finan​cier, a man with vision and dedication, able to unite and lead people. He was truly a "camp meeting general." 
Many of the improvements which made Pleasantville known at one time as one of the most outstanding camps in the denomination bore the stamp of "M. B. 's" per​sonality. 
Gas lines were laid around the grounds so the tents could be heated with Reznor stoves and the campers could cook their meals on hot plates. Gas lights were installed in the auditorium. 
A pond was dammed up below the spring. A tile building was constructed beside the pond. The building contained a gasoline engine and a pump. Water was pumped from the pond to a tank behind the speaker's platform at the auditorium. Tile buildings with flush toilets replaced the men's and ladies' chemical toilets.
A tile dining hall was built to replace the dining tent. Dormitory rooms were provided on the second floor to replace the dorm tents.  A nice frame structure was built to replace the large tent used for chil​dren's services. 
Water lines were laid around the grounds. The same were connected to the town water system. Several faucets were placed in the grove where campers could con​veniently draw water. 5 ("The Free Methodist" of August 23, 1910)

This convenience began to sound the death knell for the spring and its associated activities. The boys of the camp had a means of income in tips received from carrying water from the spring. The spring was a center of social life. On Sundays there would be a steady line of people walking down the hill to the spring and returning. With less demand for the spring, its use declined. It is now capped over and the pond bed and area around the spring are overgrown with brush. 

Another series of improvements were made in the auditorium. R. M. Whitcomb was employed to lay a cement floor. Up until this time the floor was earth, covered with sawdust. Pleasantville had its "sawdust trails" that led to the altar benches. The altar had straw strewn around it on which penitents could kneel. This kind of provision was hard on people with hay fever. In 1922 cement floor replaced the saw-dust and carpets replaced the straw.      

Another thing some of the people began to complain about was the spray that would blow in on those seated near the sides or at the back each time it would rain during services. Partial cement walls had been constructed around the auditorium when the floor was laid. These walls were primarily to bear the supporters of the roof. They were joined to the roof by overlaying studding with lap siding. Window lights were placed under the eaves to permit light rays to enter. Sections in the sides were hinged so they could be raised for ventilation. However, not everyone was happy. Campers whose tents were near the auditorium could at one time sit on their tent platforms and see and hear the service in progress in the auditorium. Now they had to go inside. And those who liked it "in the good old way" could no longer look out of the auditorium during a service to behold the blue sky and white clouds laced through the branches and leaves of the trees. But progress changes things, despite the groans of the people. 

Due to the expense of transporting camp meeting furniture and equipment from home to the campgrounds each year, some people had secured permission to build storage sheds on the ground.  These were usually in the area back of the circle of tents. Most of them were of old lumber and left much to be desired in appearance. D. B. Tobey had built one of corrugated metal over a wooden frame and used it as a garage for his touring car during camp. 

During World War I, M. B. Miller granted Howard and Margaret Call permis​sion to build a storage building. Calls selected a site on the southeast edge of the camp, near the storage shed of Frank McClelland and one owned by Merle Jacobs and Lottie Stewart. The Calls were pastoring at Oil City Second Church. The people of the church, learning of the pastor's plans to build at the campground, began to present them with materials, many of them too nice for a shed. When the Calls began to construct their original 12 x 14' building, D. B. Tobey expressed concern lest they should build a cottage to live in during camp meeting. Margaret Call replied, "This is our tent." So the first cottage went up, despite the groans of one who thought that camp meeting is for tents. 6 (Information supplied by Margaret Call of Pleasantville)
Who would want to be disloyal to the good old days and long for a cottage rather than a tent? Karl Sittig recalls one camp when many were willing. That summer Dr. Blews had recommended a spray to waterproof the tents. The people were so sure of the Doctor's word that they did not order flys with their tents. A down​pour came on the first night of camp. Did you ever use an umbrella inside a tent? 6 (Information supplied by Margaret Call of Pleasantville) 
M. B. Miller and B. P. Hogan united in building the second cottage on the campground. "M. B." supplied the materials and "B. P." did the work. (This duplex cottage is now the district office on the former Miller side and the Rose cottage on the former Hogan side. The Horace Millers of Franklin sold the Miller side to the district. Carl and Mildred Rose deeded the Hogan side to their son and daughter-in-law, Howard and Mary Loretta Rose.) 

Other early cottages were built by Naomi Smith (now owned by Rev. and Mrs. Gerald Watson), Nancy Morrow (now owned by Ray and Florence Heffern) and the Mauls. Karl and Alice Sittig and Dewey and Gertrude McKinley also built early. 

As cottages and dorm rooms were built, the tents were slowly replaced. The ownership of the tents for rental purposes passed from D. B. Tobey to B. P. Hogan. Rev. Tobey had housed the tents at Franklin. Rev. Hogan built a frame building at Pleasantville in which to store the tents. The Oil City District pur​chased the tents from Rev. Hogan and continued the service for many years. 

As the development of the automobile replaced the occurrence of horses at the camp, so the building of hard surface roads did away with the necessity of the trolley. 

The servicing of the grounds with electric, the installation of a more adequate disposal system, the drilling of water wells, the installation of showers in the rest rooms, the placement of blacktop walks, the use of a public address system and the building of a store are some of the other improvements which have been made. The experience of camping on the Pleasantville grounds is a changing thing. 

The grounds now open in the spring and are closed in the fall. Some people live on the grounds all summer. Some cottages afford living as comfortable as that in a home. 
  [image: image13.jpg]



All of this has not been accomplished under the direction of one camp meeting general. There has been a succession of godly and capable district elders or superintendents who have given superb leadership to the district. Each man has been looked up to as a "general" by the people of his era. The elders (or superin​tendents) of the Oil City District during the years of the Pleasantville camp are: 


D.B. Tobey


1897-1898


M.B. Miller 


1899-1902; 1907-1910; 1916-1919


J.S. McGeary

1903-1906


J.M. Critchlow

1911


William Bryenton

1912-1915


H.M. Zahniser

1920-1923


A.J. Hill 


1924-1927; 1932-1935


R.R. Blews


1928-1931


H.W. Haskins

1936-1939


C.O. Whitford

1940-1943


L.J. Lindsey


1944-1945; 1950-1957


D.N. Thomas


1946-1949


H.C. Jacobs


1958-1965


G.P. Oglesby


1966-
It should be noted that L. J. Lindsey served the district as superin​tendent for ten years, the second longest tenure in office, and has left an in​fluence upon the Pleasantville Camp which is probably next to that of M. B. Miller. His natural and personable way with the public, his tenor voice and his zealous exhortations will long be remembered. 7 (Source of information, "The Combined Minutes of the Annual Conferences of the Free Methodist Church") Page 9-10 
THE STAFFS OF THE GENERALS
Military victories are not won by generals alone. Military and spiritual victories are won by armies of people. Each man in his place, each man trained and equipped, and each man alert and active is what is required for victory. The suc​cess of the Pleasantville Camp is due to the devoted services of a great number of people, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Mention follows of a few of those who have served. It is interesting to think of them as: 

The Corps of Engineers

Bertice P. Hogan, 1871 - 1940, was M. B. Miller's right-hand-man in much of the construction of the early days. He was a manufacturer in Erie who had been converted to Christ in the Methodist Episcopal Church. Later he was sanctified and found his place of service in the Free Methodist Church. His mechanical abilities were used to advantage around the grounds. He built the original dining hall. He formed the dam for the pond, built the pump house, installed the motors, erected the water tank, constructed the rest rooms and connected the plumbing. He built Horning Hall (1923). He built the cube-shaped wooden dorm (1926), and the three-sectioned evangelist's cottage (1927). He enclosed the auditorium (1931). He built the Miller​-Hogan cottage. He built the caretaker's house (1933). He also built a home in Pleasantville and lived his last years in the town. Even when incapacitated by strokes, he learned the printing trade from a wheelchair and promoted the gospel through type, displaying an unquenchable drive.8 (Information supplied by Mrs. Harry (Laura Amelia Hogan) Carson of Pleasantville)
B. J. Hall is probably remembered as the second builder of importance on the campground. During the period from 1931 to 1945 when the Oil City Conference was held occasionally at Pleasantville and taken to other locations as well, much debate took place in conference about having a permanent conference meeting place and constructing the necessary facilities to properly care for the people. Under an agreement of the Oil City District and the Oil City Conference a three-story tile dormitory was ordered built and the Rev. B. J. Hall, pastor at Oil City Second Church, was asked to accept the task. The Second World War was on. Materials and man power were limited. Mrs. Hall often worked with her husband, mixing mortar so he could lay blocks more quickly. The building was dedicated in 1943 and in 1948 was named "The B. J. Hall Memorial Building.” 

Entertaining the conference at Pleasantville also required the enlarging of the dining hall. This was done by John McCleery in 1945 under the direction of L. J. Lindsey. 
Marshall McCleery and Charles Sterns had part in the construction of a long frame dormitory under the leadership of L. J. Lindsey during his second period as superintendent. 
Raymond Zeigler, while pastor at Van and West Home, led the young people of the district in the building of a second picnic shelter and the development of a recreation field on the eastern end of the grounds. H. C. Jacobs was superin​tendent.
Howard C. Jacobs was also the superintendent-engineer who supervised the laying of sidewalks around the grounds, largely made possible by a gift from Mrs. Frances Schull of Franklin, and the building of a series of small cottages, with assists from the mill of lumberman, Clinton Hepler.
During the past 3 years, an additional ten acre field has been purchased to the east of the picnic shelter area, for future expansion. The Daniel Stiever home, a six room structure near the main entrance has been purchased, which also gives additional parking area. In 1971 the District was the recipient of a nine room house on Chestnut Street as a home for the area superintendent, gift of Mr. and Mrs. H. Richard Ewing. 

The Work Detail

Associated with the corps of engineers is the maintenance division. Until the caretaker's house was built and a full time caretaker was engaged, the job of caring for the grounds usually fell on volunteers and the pastors of the Pleasant​ville Church. Perry Lindsey and John Babcock among the volunteers and John Kiffer and J. J. Ginader of the pastors are remembered on the work detail. 

The caretakers residing on the grounds have been Charles Dashner, William Boyles, Oscar Gilson, Albert Morris, Richard Birtciel, Cecil Weingard and Raymond Lewis. 6(Information supplied by Margaret Call of Pleasantville) 

Mention should also be made of the "ground beauticians." Karl Sittig secured lilies and goldfish for the pond. Lee Rowe and his son Lawrence, florists in Titusville, supplied flowers through the years, both for the platform and for the flower gardens scattered through the grove. Mrs. Lee Rowe arranged the flowers for the platform for years. Glenn Wilcox, nurseryman of Titusville, was a supplier of shrubbery. Dewey McKinley is the present outstanding horticulturist. 

The appearance of the property has also been the concern of the board of trustees through the years. This board of nine members is renewed by the district conference annually electing three members. In this way the work of the board can be perpetuated. The present board is composed of Frank Hendrickson, chairman, Alfred Britton, secretary, William McClellan, Harold Wilson, Harold Crawford, John Twitchell, Clarence Adams, William Clark and H. S. Deshner. 
The Paymaster
The man carrying the offering plates to his cottage for many years to count the offering was M. B. Miller. He was followed by Karl Sittig, Dewey McKinley, Alfred Britton and Ira Ehrhart. 
The Mess Hall Staff
The name of Mary A. Tobey appears in connection with the dining tent from 1897 until 1920. Freda B. Knoepfle of Chicago writes, "At the age of twelve years I first waited table in the long tent dining hall and recall your tall, stately great-grandmother (Jennie Tobey), with her pretty iron gray hair, making cookies. They said she was 94. Your grandmother (Mary Tobey) always impressed me with her quiet patience. The hungry hordes on Sunday, the resetting of tables, and the dust as hundreds tramped up and down, past the tent, to the spring. The chair placed in the center aisle, 'No charge; leave what you like,' Always good food, plenty of it." 
After the dining hall was built, the name of W. E. Smith is first mentioned as having charge.5 ("The Free Methodist" of June 29, 1921)  J. F. Collins and his wife held this responsibility at least from 1927 for a number of years, the July 7, 1939 "Free Methodist" being the last to name him in connection with a camp. A. C. Spencer and his wife were the next to take over for a long term of years. Frank Hendrickson is the present successor. Jennie Phillips, Dorothy Gilson, Elizabeth Carlson and Lydia Brown are the names of some of the ladies who have devoted several summers to cooking for the camp. 
The Ammunition Corps

Attendance at early morning  prayer meeting has often been a thermometer of the spiritual life of the camp. Six o'clock prayer in Horning Hall was practiced for many years. The auditorium is now the site for morning prayers. Some of the prayers of Mae Fox, Merle Jacobs, Fannie Beatty, Frank and Jenny Young, Bessie Klinehamer, Gay Strawbridge, Orie Neely, J. R. Mohnkern and other worthies are still bottled up in heaven, ready to be uncorked. Who are the young people who will come on and take the places of Ralph Horner, Lottie Hendrickson, Lydia Lightner, W. A. Farringer, Adolph Steed and others in this important post? 

And what about the anointed saints who were free to demonstrate under the blessing of God? There was Jennie Tobey, mother of D. B., who brought heaven down by dancing before the Lord. Josephine Kiffer became her successor and graced the auditorium with her presence for many years. J. J. Ginader's holy laugh was fol​lowed by that of D. E. Fye. Harry Burkett, recently gone to glory, probably is run​ning down the golden streets toward the throne, jumping with Clifford Barrett and shouting, "Glory." Things still break loose here whenever Superintendent Oglesby skips about. 

Yes, every man in his place, trained, equipped, watchful and obedient-​this is the way to victory in a camp. 5 ("The Free Methodist" of June 29, 1921) 
THE BATTLE WARRIORS
An army must take the offensive in order to gain ground. The "generals" and the district conference often secured outstanding preachers to do the evangel​istic work of proclaiming the gospel of Christ to the unconverted, to declare the inheritance of holiness for believers, to present Christians with their obligations to society, and to generally build the people up in the faith. Then they drew their support around these preachers and many were the victories won. 
L. L. Adams, reporting a revival at Youngsville in the January 5, 1926 issue of "The Free Methodist", wrote requirements that are applicable to camp meet​ing preaching. "If we are to continue to propagate and perpetuate old-fashioned, blood-bought, Calvary-purchased testimony in the Free Methodist Church, it must of necessity be preceded by heaven-born revivals. We need apostles and evangelists anointed for work, proclaiming the holiness of God, and then conveying to the ear​nest seekers those fire-charged and Spirit-illuminated promises of truth through which we are sanctified." 

“When the anthracite coal is brought out from the mine and set on fire, it drives the machinery of the world; and when the written Word is preached and applied by the burning and luminous torch of the Spirit, it energizes and impels souls along paths of holy conquest." 
"In keeping with Isaiah's Vision, the minister must take the live coal from off the altar, the altar where the sacrifice has been offered, the altar where the blood flowed and the sacrifice burned. All Scripture is not only from Him who is the Word of God, but from Him Crucified. These coals cannot be gathered from the frozen regions of science or poetry, but must be taken from the altar cross. If the Word of God we handle is not taken from that altar, it will never convert sinners or sanctify believers." 

A look at the invited speakers of the early camps reveals such able preach​ers and Bible teachers as Wilson T. Hogue, Walter A. Sellew, John LaDue, S. K. Wheat​lake, A. D. Zahniser, A. L. Whitcomb, W. B. Olmstead, B. R. Jones, William Pearce, 

A. P. Gouthey and J. H. Whiteman. 
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The twenties and thirties brought such men as G. W. Griffith, B. W. Hucka​bee, Burton Vincent, W. S. Ballinger, Foreman Lincicome, Elmer McKay, Nathan Cohen Beskin, I. N. Toole and A. C. Archer. 
Each of these worthies had his own characteristics worthy of comment. Words of M. E. Lewis in the April 13, 1926 issue of "The Free Methodist" are descriptive of Foreman Lincicome, "He is an evangelist of more than ordinary ability. The appella​tion 'Rapid-Fire Evangelist' is well suited to his type of preaching. No time is lost. From the time he arises behind the pulpit to the finish, his battery is ablaze." 
A distinct feature of the camp in the teens and twenties was the Bible teaching on holiness which was given in the 10:30 A.M. service. Often Bible teachers were brought in to take this service each day through the camp. The practice of making the morning message theological or devotional has largely carried through to the present. The afternoon and evening messages were usually evangelistic. 

There was a period of a few years when it was the program to secure a sep​arate speaker for morning, afternoon and evening. Then the plan shifted to two evan​gelists, rotating in speaking. One day the first evangelist would speak morning and evening; the second would speak in the afternoon; and on the following day the order would change. The more recent practice is to secure an evangelist for the morning and evening message and a youth worker to speak in the afternoon. 

The use of a youth worker began in the forties. Byron S. Lamson was one of the first workers who came for several years to fill this post. 

Missions, the Christian’s responsibility to the unevangelized in other nations, have received important recognition at Pleasantville from the beginning. A comment made in "The Free Methodist" concerning the camp of 1899 might have been re​peated many times, "One of the most interesting and profitable missionary meetings ever held on the Oil City District was held in connection with the Pleasantville camp meeting." Rev. and Mrs. J. S. McGeary participated in that service of 1899. Rev. J. P. Broadhead and his family, products of the Oil City District as missionaries to Africa, were present at a number of camps from 1907 through 1917. Outstanding Free Methodists from other nations, such as Mitsu Kawabe of Japan, have visited the camp. 

For a number of years Carrie T. Burritt of Greenville, Illinois, an officer in the general Woman's Missionary Society, was brought to the camp to conduct a daily missions training period at 4:00 P.M. This practice of mission study has largely been continued by the ladies. 

The General Missionary Board of the Free Methodist Church assigns a fur​loughing missionary or missionary couple as speakers to the camp each year. These fine Christians contribute much good to the camp and broaden the concept of world brotherhood. 

The Sunday afternoon missionary rally has often been a highpoint in a camp. People knew that as the Woman's Missionary Society leaders of the district took their places on the platform, led by some queenly looking person, such as Lena Barkas, Nancy Morrow, Laura Newson, Grace Lindsey or Margaret Millard, something good was 

in store. 

Mary Everhart of the Olive Branch Mission of Chicago was present at the first Pleasantville camp meeting and the Olive Branch Mission has been represented at many subsequent camps. 

Visiting missionaries were usually brought before the children in the children's meetings. Impressions received early in life concerning the sacred trust of the Gospel and the needs of others are beneficial. This is probably one reason why the district has produced missionaries, such as, Ralph and Ethel Jacobs, Mildred Norbeck, Ruth Landin, Evelyn Rupert, Barbara and Eleanor Russell. 
The children's division in camp appeared before the youth division. As early as 1920, possibly earlier, June B. Horning was secured as children's worker. A large tent was placed within the circle of tents, the only tent other than the mail tent to receive such a privilege. As Miss Horning's effectiveness with the children increased from year to year, a drive began to provide a separate building for the children's meetings. Two of the storage sheds had to give way on the east side of the ground to provide the site for this building. A large floor area, high ceilings, roof lights, plenty of ventilation, a raised platform and furniture suitable for the age spread of the children characterize the building which was constructed. Appro​priately the building was named "Horning Hall," even though the namesake later became Mrs. Miller. 
Golden memories stay with many of us who received some of our first impres​sions of the gospel in Horning Hall. Many wonderful women, and a few fine men, have generously given of their time to minister to the children at Pleasantville. The pub​lic presentations of the Bible school in the main auditorium on the closing day of camp have been large attractions. It is an impressive sight to see the large platform filled with children, and it is heart-warming to hear them quote Scripture and sing. 
The cause of Sunday schools has often been promoted at district camp. The report of S. K. Wheatlake on the 1904 camp at Oil City contains this statement, "By order of the district conference two days were spent in the interest of Sabbath schools and prohibition. Soul-stirring messages were given and papers were read on these subjects." 

Sunday school has been held each year at district camp, making it possible for those with attendance records at home to maintain their achievements. One feature of camp Sunday school in the early years was to pass the hat among the people in the grove to enlarge the offering, which usually went to the support of the Bible School of the camp. The attendance at camp Sunday school on Sunday, August 5, 1923 was 3,038. Was this an all-time high? 

The youth meetings, when first begun, were also held in a tent. Then the district youth leaders such as Charles Jacobs, Bruce Warner, Phyllis, Richard and Harold Ewing, Mae and Mary Lou Marsh, William and Helen Morrison began to promote a youth tabernacle. Their vision was rewarded with the building of a cement block structure with a wooden roof. This was dedicated in 1950, largely the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ewing of Titusville. Named by Mrs. Ewing (Gladys Masiker), "The House of Prayer," the building has lived up to its name many times since. 

A summary of evangelists, children and youth workers, mission​aries and other soldiers, as complete as possible, is listed in the back of the book.
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In Memoriam

Rev. June Horning Miller

Mrs; June Horning Miller, who served the
Wopnan's Missionary Society as General
Juntor Superintendent during the quadren-
niumi1939-1943, passed away at Pasadena,
C:\li‘fnmin. January 4, 1949, just ten days
befare her sixty-fifth birthday.

June Horning will always be remembered
for her great work among the children while
she served circuits in the Oil City conference
and' during her years as Conference Sunday
School secretary and Children'’s Evangelist.
She was ordained deacon in 1916, Later she
did some pastoral work in the Minnesota and
North Iowa conference.

In 1933 she was married to Rev. C. H.
Miller after whose death she supplied work
in the Pittsburgh conference for a time, In
recent years she suffered considerably from
ill health but seemed much improved when
suddenly she called from labor to reward.

Mrs. Miller was a woman of striking per-
somality, marked ability and strong charac-
ter. Dignified and queenly in bearing, kind
and courteous in manner, she was one of
those whose friends were conscious of the
strength of her influence, and many will
“rise up and call her blessec

A Tribute

If “to live in hearts we leave behind is
not to die,”” then June Horning Miller is
neither dead nor forgotten by the thousands
whose lives she touched from the Atlantic
to the Pacific in her beautiful ministry for
her Savior. Her works praise her and the
tender outreach of many hearts will ever be
toward her,

Reared in western Pennsylvania, she early
became one of the ‘most beautiful daughters
of Free Methodism in the Oil City Confer-
ence; but above all, a most loyal and devoted
follower of Jesus whom she ever loved and
adored. Of gentle and winning manners she
was one fitted to become a special leader in
the Church and qualified to hold one of the
highest offices of the General Woman’s Mis-
sionary Society.

Both as a pastor and a pastor’s wife she
showed remarkable judgment as well as
aesthetic ability and with courage and fidelity
shie cared for the flock. She was one of the

me léaderd of children's meetings and
oung People’s work of the Church, and has
left tipon its annials an enviable record. Her

M;/W.wl;}vpm o Freat

Rev. June Horning Miller

memory will lend a richer perfume and will
shed a radiance round the incidents of lives
upon which she wielded so beneficial an in-
fiuence. As a special tribute to her fine work
on the Pleasantville Camp ground some years
since, a nice roomy building for her work
specially, was erected and named in her
honor, Horning Hall.

While hearts are rent with sorrow at our
loss, and deepest sympathy is felt for those
of her loved ones nearest to her, let us re-
member that she

“Has passed through glory’s morning gate
And walks in Paradise.”
Nancy C. Morrow

Promoted to Higher Service

Mrs. June Horning Miller was a woman of
rare qualities, the personification of dignity,
kindness and tenderness. One of her out-
standing characteristics was her constant,
persevering spirit, always finding a way to
accomplish her purpose. Quietly, persistently,
she would keep on till she reached her goal.
She was versatile, brave and courageous.

She always had success on the circuits she
served and was beloved and appreciated
wherever she went. She would begin her
work by cleaning up the premises and repair-
ing and painting the buildings, for she would
not work in a dirty, dilapidated church or
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parsonage. Scon interest would be aroused,
especially among the children whom she
would gather together for Sunday school and
Junior missionary meetings. Then the par-
ents would begin to come to church. Interest
and numbers increased, souls were saved and
added to the church as a result of her persist-
ent, sacrificial labor for her Master whom
she loved and served through the best years
of her life.

God has promoted her to higher service.
She was worthy. “Death is not like the eve-
ning star sinking into darkness, but like the
morning star, lost in the brightness of the
day.” And so we say, “Farewell, until the
morning breaks and the shadows flee away.”

ReseccA E. SELLEW

-
My Friend—June Horning Miller

She found the Lord Jesus as her Saviour
early in life and without reservation conse-
crated herself to His service. Her talents
were many and were invested most unselfishly
for others. She served as pastor and as evan-
gelist in her conference, then as Youth Evan-
gelist with ability. Many have been converted
through her labors. She had a very happy life
—mingled sometimes with sadness and disap-
pointment—but the grace of God abounded.
Her greatest disappointment was to be laid
aside from full time service because of broken
health,

Our friendship began when we both lived
in Western Pennsylvania and has continued
throughout the years unil so suddenly and
unexpectedly closed by her passing—but to
be renewed “Beyond the Sunset.”

MazeL W. Coox

“Anchored Forever”

In the passing of June Horning Miller
1 have lost an understanding friend. It was
just six years ago that we, as her successor
to the office of general Junior Superintend-
ent, welcomed her into harbor with her “Big
Family” of happy children aboard the Jun-
jor Missionary Ship. It was a joyous recep-
tion, for the launching of the “Church Wide
Junior Advance” had been a successful trip.
Through her efforts mare than 1000 Junior
Life Members had been enrolled. The
impetus she gave this part of our Junior
work is evidenced by the continued enroll-
ment of Junior Life Members appearing
monthly in the Tidings.

While T was visiting in the home of Rev.
and Mrs. N. W, Fink of Milwaukee recently,

Tt caid Mo children refer to the

THE MISSION

interesting way June Horning (Miller)
taught them the Bible as the outstanding
memory of their camp meeting days.” Also
last year at the Pleasantville camp, Oil
City Conference, when reference was made
to the June Horning tabernacle, one who
had been in attendance for many years said,
“No one has ever taught the children the
Bible with such reverence in their meetings
as June Horning (Miller).” And may we
quote with one of old, “Many (chi ]
shall rise up and call her blessed.” . in
Yes, anchored forever and welcomed into
the Eternal Harbor, Hazel O. Johnson,




The congregational singing has always been one of the great attractions at Pleasantville camp. People in the town have often been able to hear the singing in the evening as they sat upon their porches, even in the days before artificial am​plification. 

The gospel set to music has a way of fixing truth upon the heart. Donald Rose wrote, "The singing with vigor of the good old hymns was one of the mainstays of every service. Whenever I hear some of these songs today my thoughts go back to happy childhood times which I know I was fortunate in experiencing." 

Talented song leaders, such as D. B. Tobey, Billy Stover, L. J. Lindsey, Betty Hagan Delo, Hugh Lucas, D. E. Fye and Harry Roushey, have played a large part in producing the excellent congregational singing. 


The special singers have been channels of blessing to the camp. Freda B. Knoepfle wrote, "I recall the Sunday morning Elsie Neely sang, 'He Suffered All Alone' and Helen Critchlow's deep alto came in at the close of each stanza on 'Alone.'  One Sunday Merle Jacobs sang 'Here Am I, Send Me.  One year a mixed quartet from Titusville sang frequently. Alfred Reese, on the bass solo, sang, "Life's evening sun is sinking low; a few more days and I must go to meet the deeds that I have done where there will be no setting sun."  At one camp a girls' trio repeated often, "Dear Lord, take up the tangled strands where we have wrought in vain, that by the skill of Thy dear hands some beauty may remain." Billy and Jane Stover stirred crowds for many seasons with their duets. Elsie Say and Betty Delo, Gerald and Frances Watson have been channels for the outpouring of God's Spirit. The people looked forward to the visits of the male and mixed quartets of Chesbrough Seminary, Junior College and Roberts Wesleyan College. The youth choruses developed by Frank Goodwin and Mary Loretta Rose gave good training to their participants and ministered well to the con​gregations. 

The instrumental accompaniment was added to the public services in 1971. 

The Sunday morning love feasts often prepared the way for the great morning messages. C. O. Whitford was a master at leading a love feast. H. W. Haskins always wove much of his native wit into this chore. 

The finals for a camp in the early years were the Sunday evening ring meet​ing, the evening service, the altar service, and the hallelujah march, officially closing the camp. But the children looked forward to another finale. On Monday, as the people prepared to leave, they brought their straw ticks to the edge of the au​ditorium and emptied them on the straw pile. The children were permitted to jump from the rafters of the auditorium into the straw. Great fun, but ticklish business after it was over--chaff inside a sweaty undershirt. Can you feel the sensation? 

  9.  “The Conference News” main source of information for all above.
10.  “Camp Meeting” a short article by Donald T Rose.

PLEASANT MEMORIES of Rev. Howard Rose
(Please permit me to indulge in sharing a few sights from the Pleasantville Camp I knew as a boy).
· Stretching out on a hard tabernacle seat and placing my head on mother's lap for a nap during an evening service. 

· Looking in the straw around the altar when camp closed to find the coins that had fallen from people's pockets. 

· My sister, Doris, taking me on walks downtown to Hooker's Restaurant to buy penny candy; IXL ice cream. 

· The cellars we dug in shady places near the tent platforms in which to keep butter, milk and eggs. 

· The fly over the kitchen platform back of the Tobey and Rose tents, the last and hardest feat in the annual family tent erecting job. 

· Grandma's large packing boxes, especially the one in which she kept the cookies. You had to be careful or the lid would drop on your head or pinch your hand as it came down. 

· My brother Don's dream of eating grandma's cookies and waking up with Carl's toe in his mouth. 

· Grandpa's Buick touring car packed for camp and grandma's famous last words, "I think there's room for something more at my feet, Darius." 

· Grandma's ferns at the front porch of her tent, now at the front of our cottage. 

· The sound of the bell for children's meetings, or the call of the trumpet that Freddy Sittig blew one season. 

· The drain grandpa built in which to throw the dish water. 

· Brother Bryenton sitting on the porch of their tent, later cottage, with his dark skull cap, like grandpa's. 

· Maw Krawn's kindness--she always had a smile and a coin to give a boy for bringing a pail of water from the spring. 

· Learning to twirl a bucket of water above your head without drowning your- self . 

· Playing among the tents in grandpa's barn in Franklin and seeing grandma at her sewing machine, mending tents. 

· Seeing the grove at Pleasantville filled with horses, wagons and autos; people seated on the ground around picnic baskets. 

· The tank behind the auditorium running over during morning preaching service. 
· The family fun we used to have in the car as we drove the Plumer Road to​ward Pleasantville.
· "I see the tank first." 

· The Sunday visitors coming to see grandpa, especially the Monroes, Vietor and Clara of Shamburg and their families. 

· The sound of rain on the tent. 

· The sound of grandma getting breakfast.
· The red rubber hose that connected the hot plate to the gas line. 
· The taste of baloney from the Leasgang Market in Pleasantville. 

· The treats of bananas ("bebunnies") and cantalopes that grandpa brought from the city (Pittsburgh).
· The mints he kept in his pockets. 

· The candy dish that mother kept on the table in the tent. 

· The vase of gladiolus she often had on the front porch of the tent. 

· Exploring the pockets that grandpa had built into our tent. 

· Putting your bare feet on a moist, cool floor after rain had fallen through the night. 

· Trying to get the salt to come out of the shaker after a rain. 
· The warmth and smell of the kerosene heater in the tent. Family worship; singing "Saviour, More Than Life to Me." 

· Waiting for dad to drive in from work in the evenings; going out to the gate to meet him. 

· Walking with dad across the campground, through the woods, across the ball diamond to Smith's for milk, often seeing a beautiful sunset on the way. 

· The galvanized quart pail we used for milk. 

· The sound coming from the Pleasantville ball field of the crack of the ball against a bat. 

· Running up and down the stadium steps at the ball park. 

· The sound of the bell ringing for evening service as you watched those good Pleasantville players compete with teams in their hay-rake league. 

· The good ball equipment of Mark and Leonard Sheffer and their cousins, John and Walter. 

· Earnestly praying at altar services in Horning Hall. 

· Seated on the ground with my back to a tree listening to testimonies at ring meeting. "Their heart shall rejoice as though with wine; yea, their children shall see it and be glad." (Zechariah 10:7) 

· The evening ball games back of Horning Hall after the dads came from work. D. E. Fye, one of the few preachers who played ball with the kids. 

· Priming the pump at the spring. 

· Throwing stones at the frogs in the pond. 

· Picking berries in the cow pasture. Hearing mother scream at a snake while berring with grandma. 

· Hearing M. B. say, "Stay away from the cow pasture. There's a mad bull down there." 

· Jumping in the straw pile at the back of the tabernacle. Seeing my brother Carl's dimple when he smiled, results of jumping on a nail in the straw. 

· Taking Sunday walks with dad, usually toward the Pleasantville water tower. The attraction of the cemetery for the walks of the Chesbrough and Green​ville students. 

· When from the campground you could see the beautiful line of trees along the road to the cemetery. 

· The Pleasantville kids coming on the grounds to get acquainted. 

· Lying on my back near the entrance on a dark night to see an eclipse of the moon. 

· Hanging on tent tie boards and playing between tents. 
· Riding on the pony of my grandfather's friend. 

· Thinking that all of the best ball players tented in one area, the northwest, and all came from Rocky Grove--Wagners, Weingards, Stillings, Beers, Sheffers and Lindseys. 

· Playing with the cart grandpa had for hauling tents. 
· Watching a flying squirrel jump from tree to tree. 

· Following Mr. Carson's ice wagon to get a chip and cool the tongue. 

· Seeing George Oliver Lindsey with his deputy sheriff's badge patrolling the ground. 

· Seeing Mary Ann Plunkett, who lived across from Fogels, Archers and the camp​ground. She sold milk and berries to campers.
· Having Dick, Ed and Lenys Blews tenting next to grandpa's tent. 

· Getting to keep the mail tent with Ed and Dick. Going down town on my bike for the mail. Playing horseshoes back of the mail tent. 

· The evangelist's sons, Paul and Walter McKay could really play ball.
· In my early teens standing at the back of the auditorium really troubled be​cause I had not kept my covenant with God.
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Wo wish some of, these fll-informed, city
slickers who say religion is slipping would spend
a few days tonring the country, visiting a few
of the big refiglous eamp meetings now in prog-
ress. They would mot only see religion, but
real, old-time religion heing preached to thou-

a hard plank seat, without any back, and
listen for two hours fo straight-from-the-
shoulder preaching that offers no short cuts
to salvation.

Standi yu_only is the nightly rule in

@ big relglous camp meeting, like the

Free Methodist one at Pleasantville. Order and

attention is excellent. No one goes out of curiosi-

. And when the collection plate comes ’round

the respense is liberal. Audiences st camp meef-

ings are & mixture of town snd country peopie.

Audiences are really democratic, too, ¥ine new

cars stand parked beside inexpensive old ones.
And the well-to-do get no hetter seats.

Ny @ A o e daen” wYiters romid isit




FACING THE FUTURE

The Pleasantville Camp Meeting is an institution that was brought about by God and has experienced the leadership and blessing of God through the years. It has survived two world wars and several minor ones, a major depression and many recessions, a blight of chestnut trees, an explosion, two small fire threats, numerous rain storms and heavy snows, an infestation of small flies, and has shown its ability to change with the years and conditions. 

It still has in view the original goal of its founders, the salvation of souls, the sanctification of believers, the building up of the church and the equipping of Christians for effective service. 

It exists now in a cultural, economic, moral and spiritual climate that is dif​ferent from what its founders knew. Society in general may not sense a need for the ministry of camps, yet everyone connected with Pleasantville Camp must be persuaded that it can still be an effective means of ministering to men. 

The district owns sufficient land for future development. The grounds will need constant improvement to provide for trailers and modern camping equipment. The people will need to constantly respond to that "improvement offering" if the camp is to be kept up to state requirements for camping facilities. District and conference leaders will have to think through the relationship of the camp to the other district camps of the conference in serving the best interests of the conference. The pro​gram of the camp will need constant analysis in the light of present and future needs of people. Those who are interested must unitedly seek the direction and help of God in meeting and serving these needs. 

People must never lose sight of the great blessing that camp meetings can be. Will you try to couch in modern terms an exhortation that D. B. Tobey wrote in 1898 concerning camp meetings? 
"Among our people there seems to be a growing tendency to shrink from the arduous labor connected with camp meetings. Many attend only part of the time, some just over Sunday, suiting their own convenience. Remember, beloved, the promise you made before God and the congregation when you joined the church, 'Have you Christian fellowship and love for the members of this society and will you assist them as God shall give you ability in carrying on the work of the Lord?' The success of a camp meeting depends largely upon the number of consecrated, praying and work​ing saints who pitch their tents the first day and give all their time and substance during the entire meeting. A parcel of ground surrounded by tent companies of faith​ful, fervent praying people creates a hallowed enclosure. God is in the midst, and all who enter feel a supernatural presence that makes them sober. They are thereby brought under the influence of the Gospel, pricked to the heart, and many are saved and sanctified by God through the one-accord of preachers and people. Let us sing, "We'll work till Jesus comes," and as we sing let us perform. The visiting, sight​seeing, pleasures and ease will come later, "when man can work no more." But now the fearful maledictions, "Woe to them that are at ease in Zion," and "Cursed is everyone that doeth the work of the Lord negligently," should urge us on to do whatsoever our hand findeth to do with all our might. Time is short."  5 "The Free Methodist" of July 12, 1898 
Addendum A    -    List of Camp workers 1897 – 1971

Year
Elder

Evangelists
Youth

Children

Missions

1897
D.B. Tobey

Oliver Gornell

1899
D.B. Tobey

W.T. Hogg

1902
M.B. Miller

W.T. Hogg





A.L. Whitcomb





Mary J. Elliott

1903
M.B. Miller


1905
John S.McGeary
William Pearce

1906
John S.McGeary
W.G.Hanmer

1907
John S.McGeary
W.H. Clark





J.T. Logan





J.P. Broadhead,1907

1908
M.B. Miller

W.T. Hogue





W.A. Sellew





S.K. Wheatlake




J.P. Broadhead,1908

1909
M.B. Miller

S.K. Wheatlake




J.P. Broadhead,1909





A.D.Zahniser

1910
M.B. Miller

W.B. Olmstead





W.A. Sellew

1911
M.B. Miller

B.R. Jones





John LaDue





W.B. Olmstead

1912
J.M. Critchlow

1913
William Bryenton

1914
William Bryenton

1915
William Bryenton
A.P. Gouthey





J.S. McGeary




Ella M. McGeary,1915
1916
William Bryenton
J.H. Whiteman




J.P. Broadhead,1916

1917
M.B.Miller

J.H.Whiteman




J.P. Broadhead, 1917




John LaDue

1918
M.B.Miller

W.A.Sellew






John LaDue





S.K. Wheatlake

1919
M.B.Miller

W.A.Sellew





John LaDue





W.C.Graves
Year
Elder

Evangelists
Youth

Children

Missions

1920
M.B.Miller

G.W.Griffith



June B. Horning
Mitsu Kawabe,1920




W.A.Sellew





W.C.Graves





J.B.Lutz
1921
A.H. Zahniser
G.W.Griffith



June Horning





J.B.Easton





M.E.Lewis





J.B.Lutz






1922
A.H. Zahniser



Year
Elder

Evangelists
Youth

Children

Missions

1923
A.H. Zahniser
John LaDue



June Horning




W.A. Sellew




B.W.Huckabee

1924
A.H. Zahniser
W.A. Sellew



June Horning





B.W.Huckabee




B.N. Miner
1925
A.J. Hill

Burton Vincent


June Horning
Carrie T.Burritt,1925





Foreman Lincicome










Frank B. Godwin, music
1926
A.J.Hill

Foreman Lincicome


June Horning
Carrie Burritt,1926

1927
A.J.Hill

B.N.Miner



June Horning
Carrie Burritt,1927




Dr. R.R. Blews
1928
A.J.Hill

A.L.Whitcomb


June Horning





B.N.Miner
1929
R.R. Blews

1930
R.R.Blews

W.S. Ballinger
Elmer McCay

1931
R.R.Blews

B.N. Wire


1932
R.R. Blews

N.C.Beskin



Mabel Hicks

1933
A.J. Hill

F.L. Baker



Mabel Hicks

1934
A.J. Hill

Elmer McKay


Mabel Hicks

1935
A.J.Hill

R.B. Campbell

1936
A.J.Hill

J.Lewis Arnold
Wesley Newland
Nell Haskins
M& M Floyd Puffer  





I.N. Toole

Don Demary
1937  
H.W.Haskins
I.N.Toole





A.L. Whitcomb

1938  
H.W.Haskins
A.G.Crill



Laura Newson
Dr. Maxwell,1938




W.F. Fowler
Year
Elder

Evangelists
Youth

Children

Missions

1939  
H.W.Haskins
A.C.Archer



Laura Newson
J.W.Haley,1939




Jessie Whitecotton
1940  
H.W.Haskins
F.W.Hendricks


Laura Newson
Mary Schlosser,1940




L.S.Hoover
1941  
C.O. Whitford
J.Paul Taylor
B.S.Lamson

Laura Newson
Jennie Howland,1941





A.L. Brown
1942  
C.O. Whitford
F.R. Dawson
B.S.Lamson

Laura Newson
Frank Kline,1942

1943 (No camp due to war)
1944
C.O. Whitford
G,A.Gaines
Warren Chase
Wm. & Jane Stover, music
1945  
L.J.Lindsey
1946
L.J.Lindsey

W.C. Snell 

M&M Howard Rose   
Ellouise Oglesby






J.C.Long




Wm. & Jane Stover, music
1947
D.N. Thomas
C.H.Zahniser
Bessie Kresge





George Gaines




Wm. & Jane Stover,music

1948
D.N.Thomas
J.F.Gregory, 
D.E. Fye

Alverta Crawford

Adelaide Latshaw,1948




J.P. Atkinson
1949
D.N. Thomas
F.J. Archer, 

Stanley Watkins
Alverta Crawford






M.E. Andrews, Wm. & Jane Stover,music
Year
Elder

Evangelists
Youth

Children

Missions

1950
D.N. Thomas
Don Cawood
Bessie Kresge
Alverta Crawford
E.C.Snyder, 1950





T.N. Toole




Wm. & Jane Stover,music

1951
L.J. Lindsey

G.Stanley Pugh
Fred Lester

Alverta Crawford



1952
L.J. Lindsey

B.J. Hibbett

Riker Simcoe

1953
L.J. Lindsey

J.L. Archer

Bessie Kresge


1954
L.J. Lindsey

H.L. Jones

M&M Howard Rose
Harriet Rodgers
Nahum Perkins,1954




O.L. Orr

1955
L.J. Lindsey

Harold Schmul
J.M. Tomb

Harriet Rodgers
Gertrude Haight,1955




T.B.Orr

1956
L.J. Lindsey

D.E.Joseph

Joan Houck



Naomi Pettingill,1956




D.M. Wells
1957
L.J. Lindsey

C.E.Walls

Joan Houck



E.C.Snyder,1957




L.J. Lindsey


1958
L.J. Lindsey

J.C.Flewelling
E.A.Kern

Alice Schultzaberger
Carolyn Winslow




D.E. Fye
1959
H.C. Jacobs

R.A. Kerby

Irene Haney

Alice Schultzaberger
Rolland Davis

1960
H.C. Jacobs

Arthur Roney
Paul West

Harriet Rodgers
Roy Kenny, 1960
1961
H.C. Jacobs

Lyle Northrup
A.C.Pounds

Harriet Rodgers
Kate Leininger

1962
H.C. Jacobs

F.M. Shipley
Silas West

Harriet Rodgers



1963
H.C. Jacobs

W.N. Teal

H.W.VanValin
Charlotte Sterns


1964
H.C. Jacobs

Wilfred Fisher
H.D.Rose,G.W.Grant
Charlotte Sterns

1965
H.C. Jacobs

J.R. Walsh

Kenneth Stetler
Shirley Kiffer

1966
H.C. Jacobs

W.N.Teal

H.R.Scheutz
Esther Scheutz
Robert Haslam, 1966

1967
G.P. Oglesby
J.C. Flewelling
Larry Evoy

Ellouise Oglesby
James Mannoia, 1967

1968   
G.P. Oglesby
Elmer Boileau
W.E. Daw

Ellouise Oglesby
Elizabeth Reynolds, 1968
1969   
G.P. Oglesby
Wilfred Fisher
Samuel Tinsley
Garnet Williams
Ernest Huston, 1969

1970   
G.P. Oglesby
W.S. Kendall
James Roger
Carl Roth

William Bicksler

1971   
G.P. Oglesby
L.W. Northrup
Samuel Tinsley
Usula Jackson
Alice Taylor, 1971

M.B. Miller
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